THE BLOCKER RESIDENCE

Located at 145 4th Ave NE

THREATENED
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A site plan application, currently before the DRC, proposing to build 12 condos on this location, threatens the Blocker residence with either demolition or removal.  The Blocker Residence is one of four remaining historic structures located in the 100 block of 4th Avenue Northeast, two of which, Bay Gables and the Henry Bryan House, are designated local landmarks.  This excellent collection of early 20th century residential architecture provides the visual context for understanding St. Petersburg’s unique history.  The Blocker Residence is a prime example of early twentieth century residential development for the upper middle class, and the adaptive use of the city’s housing stock to meet the needs of community organizations during the historic period.  The structure is a critical piece of the visual landscape of the 4th Avenue historic corridor, stretching from 4th Street North to Beach Drive North.  The loss of this significant structure would negatively impact all the historic resources contained in the corridor.

Built in 1905 for Hattie Dean and AT Blocker this Lovely Queen Anne homes is noted as one of:

… the better class of buildings, toward which St. Petersburg has steadily tended during the past several years, there is, perhaps, no better example in the city than the new residence of Mr. and Mrs. A.T. Blocker, on North Fourth avenue, which is now nearly ready for occupancy.  It is a 10-room house, built on the best architectural plans, outside and in and of finest material and workmanship throughout.  With all modern conveniences, on a splendid site in one of the most desirable sections of the city, it is one of South Florida’s finest homes. 
Advertisement noting the near completion of the residence, 1905.  St. Petersburg Times.

A.T. Blocker supported the City’s growth through service as City Councilman in 1904-05 and as Mayor in 1910-11, offices which carried a one-year term at the time.  His brother, John Blocker, sold his dairy interests in 1906, and acted as a real estate agent and developer until his death in 1928.  He platted several subdivisions during the 1910s including the Cromwell Heights subdivision and J.C. Blocker’s first and second additions.

The Blocker Residence was converted from single-family use to a clubhouse for the politically important St. Petersburg Shrine Club in 1926.  Throughout its historic period it continued to serve as a meeting and entertainment facility for many of St. Petersburg’s most important civic organizers.

The City Code sets forth criteria for the designation of local landmarks.  We believe the Blocker residence is significant at the local level in the areas of Community Planning and Development, Commerce, Social History, and meets at least three criteria set forth in the ordinance (16.30.070.2.5 (D)): 

1.  Its value is a significant reminder of the cultural or archaeological heritage of the City, state or nation. 

3.  It is identified with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the development of the city, state, or nation. 

Although the Blocker Residence has endured alterations, the majority of the changes occurred during the historic period prior to 1960.  These historically important additions retain their architectural integrity and should in no way be considered subordinate to the importance of the original structure.  Additionally, many of the original architectural details such as the windows, the porch columns, the shingle siding, and interior finishes remain intact.  The Blocker Residence retains integrity of location, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 
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Katherine Dean,
 Hattie Dean Blocker, and unidentified guest and driver in front of the Blocker Residence, ca. 1905.  Courtesy of St. Petersburg Museum of History.
